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A	bare	stage	is	dimly	lit.	Two	young	people	-	the	Soprano	singing	the	role	of	VIGDIS	and	the	Baritone	singing	the	role	of	DAVID

	-	arrive	from	upstage	as	if	from	the	darkness.	They	look	worn	out	and	tired	as	if	after	a	very	long	journey.	

Adam	and	Eve	banished	from	Paradise.	After	a	brief	moment,	an	older	man	-	the	Bass	soloist	singing	the	role	of	GUDBRANDR,	

Vigdis’s	father	-	appears	upstage	behind	them.	He	writes	the	opening	lines	of	the	Latin	text	of	Mary’s	Magnificat	

(from	the	Gospel	of	Luke)	with	a	white	chalk	on	a	bare,	blackwall	of	the	stage.
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soundscape:	a	peasant	landscape	 soundscape:	fade	out
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Scene	1A	—	THE	LATIN	CLASS

Praying	to	whom?

Opera in two acts on a libretto by Krystian Lada
after the novel ’De bekeerlinge’ by Stefan Hertmans

ACT	I
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D.	B.

The	Soprano	(VIGDIS)	sings	a	vocalise.	The	Baritone	(DAVID)	joins	her.	Now	they	sing	together.	David	leaves	the	stage.
The	FEMALE	CHORUS	-	voices	offstage	-	joins	VIGDIS	with	the	opening	lines	of	the	Magnificat.

l.v.

2	finger	cymbals

frame	drum	(hands,	thumb)

duduk	in	C

(8vb	ad	lib.) improvise	ad	lib.

improvise	ad	lib.

(vocalize)

senza	vibr.

senza	vibr.
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